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A Message from the Principal

Dear Knollwood Families,

October and November tend to breeze by before we even blink!  Can you believe it will be December in just a week? 

Over the past 2 months we celebrated Week of Respect and School Violence Awareness Week. We concluded our awareness celebrations by 
participating in Red Ribbon Week.  Throughout these many school wide events, our students were reminded of the importance of being 
respectful, taking care of ourselves and others, as well as making healthy choices to remain drug-free.  

On Halloween, the PTA sponsored a fantastic school wide cultural arts assembly program.  It was also so wonderful to see so many of you at 
our Halloween Festivities!  Thank you for taking such an active role in our school community.  Parent involvement supports greater student 
achievement.

Just before Thanksgiving Break our PTA will once again host the annual Pig Races, a competition in which the classes that have raised the 
most money during the Fall fundraiser dress a toy pig and race him across the all-purpose room floor!  This is a Knollwood tradition that we are 
all certainly looking forward to!  

Finally, during this month and the coming holiday season it is important to reflect on all that we are thankful for.  I want to once again share with 
you how thankful I am to be the principal of such an amazing school.  Thank you for sharing your children with me each day. On behalf of the 
faculty and staff of Knollwood School, I extend a heartfelt wish for you and your family to enjoy a holiday season full of peace. 

Educationally yours,

   Merisa Rosa
Mrs. Merisa Rosa
Principal

Community Service at Knollwood School
Operation Holiday:  

Making the Holiday Season WARM

If you would like to take part in this program, please 
take a paper mitten tag from our giving tree located in 
the main lobby.  After purchasing the new gift, please 
wrap it, add the mitten tag, and return it to school no 
later than Friday, December 6.  

Thanks in advance for all your support!
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Principal Rosa @ KnollwoodSchool

Knollwood Media @ knsmediacenter

Recognition for Knollwood Readers!  

Congratulations to our Knollwood School readers who ranked highest for student participation with the 
Lake Hiawatha Public Library Reading Program!   Our Knollwood students read over 2,153 hours this 
summer!  On September 19, Ms. Kristen from the Lake Hiawatha Library presented our school with a 
special reading trophy! 

So how did we do it?  At the end of the 2018-2019 school year, our media 
specialist, Ms. Halbach, promoted the Lake Hiawatha Public Library 
Reading Program in a variety of ways!  She started by teaching each class 
about the program and displayed the reading recording sheets, modeling 
how easily they could be filled out at home during the summer. The 
students were made aware of the competition between the elementary 
schools and discussed how special it would be to win the trophy for 
Knollwood School.  Students were also encouraged to visit the public 
library over the summer not only to participate in the reading program but 
to join in the many exciting activities offered beyond reading!  

Each student who participated was entered into a special book raffle.  
Raffle winners won a coupon for lunch with the media specialist, as well as 
a stack of donated books to take home. The class that had the most 
participants was awarded a "Tech Recess," in which they will have the 
chance to go to the Media Center during recess and play coding games, 
Prodigy, and other educational games. All participants were awarded a 
coupon to check out one extra book from the school library and a 
bookmark. They will also celebrate this amazing accomplishment by 
having lunch with our school principal, Mrs. Rosa.

What a great way to start off the school year by celebrating fantastic summer reading!  
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Recess Reminders
As the weather starts to change, please be sure to dress your child 
appropriately for the colder weather conditions.   Our lunchtime assistants 
will make every attempt to take the children outside each day for recess, 
weather permitting.  It is important that our students are dressed 
appropriately.  Thank you for your help with this! 

Help Your Child Foster a Love of  Reading   
From Jackie Levinson, Knollwood Reading Specialist

Here are some practical tips to help your child foster a love of reading:
★ Cook Together:  The next time you cook, ask your child to read the recipe while you 

prepare a dish together.
★ Share a Meal:  Dinnertime conversation represents a valuable learning opportunity for 

your child.  The more exposure children have to vocabulary words,  the more likely they 
will do well in reading.

★ Go for a Walk:  Take advantage of your child's natural love of the outdoors. Write about 
what you see on a walk, keep lists of the plants, animals, insects, and birds you come 
across.

★ Go Shopping:  Before you go, make a list.  Then, scavenger-hunt style, have your child 
find those items in the store, reading and comparing labels and selecting items that fit 
your needs.

★ Check-Out the News:  The daily newspaper presents an opportunity to practice reading 
skills every day.

★ Read and Write Routinely:  Read aloud to your child, and have your child read to you.  
Discuss books or magazine articles you enjoyed. 

★ Don't Be a Couch Potato:  Watch TV together and make TV viewing an active pastime by 
discussing critically what you see on the screen.  Compare your review to others you find 
in newspapers or magazines.  Write your own movie script together.

★ Be Supportive:  When your child advances to topics you don't remember anymore, or 
don't understand yourself, continue to show interest by helping them find resources in 
the library or on the Internet.

If you have not yet done 
so, please log into Genesis 

to complete your child’s 
mandatory forms.  

Thank You! 


